
FIRST PRESS 
HIGHLIGHTS 

 

SUNDAY, MARCH 7 
 

8:30 AM  Worship Service  
(Fellowship Hall) 

 

9:45 AM  Sunday School  
for all ages. 

 

11:00 AM  Eagle Award 
Presentation: 

Adam Underdown 
 

Reception of New Members 
 

Old Testament Lesson: 
Isaiah 55:1-13; Psalm 63:1-8 

 

Sermon: 
“Seeking God” 

 

6 PM  The Journey 
Theme:  Discipleship   
Supper always follows! 

 
 

SUNDAY, MARCH 14 
 

8:30 AM  Worship Service 
(Fellowship Hall) 

 

9:45 AM  Sunday School  
for all ages.  

 

11:00 AM  Worship Service 
(Sanctuary) 

 

12:30 PM  Sabbath Soup 
Kitchen 

 

6 PM  The Journey  
 

********************* 
Practical Bible Study for Tough 

Times; Dr. Frances T. Gench, 

First Presbyterian Morganton, 

March 20, 9 AM—4 PM. To 

reserve lunch, call 438-4217 

ASAP! 

March 3, 2010 

Dear Friends, 

 

     This past Sunday night was my first opportunity to moderate a stated meeting of 

the Session here at FPC.  Among other things, I am initiating the practice of using 

some time at stated meetings as a learning opportunity, a chance to review some of 

the things we need to be effective leaders and to guide the mission of this 

congregation. At this first meeting, for example, we reviewed the section of the 

Presbyterian Book of Order concerning the responsibilities of the Session.   

 

     We also took some time to discuss the recent visit by our consultant from the 

Alban Institute, Rev. Susan Nienaber. If you missed Ms. Nienaber’s presentation, 

or if you simply want to review the things she said, copies of her written report to 

the Session are available in the church office, or you may request one to be sent 

electronically. 

 

     First, I want to commend the Session for engaging the Alban Institute and 

beginning this process. From my view as someone who is still learning about this 

congregation, Ms. Nienaber’s work and her conclusions concerning the dynamics 

of conflict in general, as well as the specific dynamics of this congregation are most 

helpful. 

 

     In this regard it is especially important to emphasize that trying to attribute the 

cause of the conflict to an individual or individuals is not helpful. While there may 

have been individuals who initially were involved in a disagreement, the more 

important fact is that the disagreement escalated into a conflict because the larger 

congregation “organism” functioned in a way that allowed it to do so. 

 

     One of the key points that Ms. Nienaber made is that, while people may 

continue to disagree as to the facts that gave rise to the difficulties within this 

congregation, the important thing now is to learn from the experience so that we 

become a healthier congregation in order that such a conflict is not repeated.   

     Ms. Nienaber’s meetings with the Session, the Personnel Committee and 

members of the staff have resulted in some affirmative steps to improve our 

congregational health by increasing communications and accountability within the 

congregation. (Note, for example, the formation of the Interim Pastor Transition 

Team). All committees are being charged to do a better job of publicizing their 

responsibilities so that members of the congregation will know where to direct a 

particular suggestion or concerns. These are among the actions intended to 

improve congregational health.   

 

     Indeed, while only a short time ago it would have seemed foolish to suggest that 

the experiences of last fall might be transformative in a positive way for this 

congregation, at this point such a beneficial outcome seems likely.   
 

       (continued on next page) 



 

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY is extended to 

Paul and Caroline Culpepper in the death of 

Paul’s mother, Patsy Culpepper, on Tuesday, 

March 2
nd
. 

 

PRAY FOR:  

Northminster Presbyterian Church 

Church members: 

3/7 Helen Bowman   

3/8 Patrick, Anne, 

 Sarah & Jim Bradshaw   

3/9 David, Martha, 

 & Ben Branyon  

3/10 John & Betty Brindell   

3/11 Jeff Bronnenbery  

3/12 Ann Brooks  

3/13 Greg, Janet, 

 Leah, Allison, Sarah & Evan Brooks 

Nina Gregg, Abernathy Laurels Clinic 

Betty English, Kingston Residence 

Deborah McEachran and the NCSU 

Campus Ministry Mission Team on their 

trip to Honduras March 14
th
 - 21

st
 

The people of Chile and Haiti in the 

aftermath of the earthquake. 

 

 

 

 

 

Crib:  Jim Tate   

Toddlers & Twos:  Amy Query   

Threes:  Wen Tate & Chris Lovern   

Fours:  Justin Query & Ryan Lovern   
 

 

Sunday School: 

Children: 72   

Youth:               29 

Adults:            113         

Total:               214                     

   

Worship:         

 8:30 AM:   76 

11:00 AM:       340                                                               

 6:00 PM:           48                                                                                 

Total:               464                                                

 

 

Host:  Dave Rowe   

PRAYER REQUESTS CONTINUATION OF DR. COCKRILL’S ARTICLE... 

 NURSERY WORKERS FOR 

SUNDAY,  MARCH 7 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT SUPPER - MARCH 10th, 2010 
(Cost: $6 Adults, $3 Children, $18 Family Max.) 

 
 

Menu:  Grilled smoked turkey sandwiches, white bean vegetable soup, 

seasonal green salad, cookies and brownies 

Team members:  Bob & Rosa Szalanski, Chris Bates, Jim & Judy Benton, 

     and Bob & Lynn Smith  
   

Call the Church Office (322-6343) to make reservations by noon on 

Monday, March 8th. Standing reservations are accepted. Cancellations are 

due by noon on Wednesday, March 10th.  Note: If you do not call and cancel 

your reservation, you will be charged for the meal.  

ATTENDANCE FOR  

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 

TUESDAY, MARCH 9 

     On the other hand, I also suspect that some of our members may remain 

hurt or dazed. And it is understandable that you still need an opportunity to 

talk the matter out in order to reach closure.  
  

     If you are among this latter group, I make the offer to be available to help 

you reach that healthy conclusion. As to the disagreements that led to the 

recent troubles, I have “no dog in the hunt”, as they say, other than a desire to 

see this congregation thrive and prepare for a new pastor.  If you would like to 

talk, I encourage you to give me a call, and we will set up a time to do so. 

       Bill 

Update From the Mission Field 
 

     … (continued from last week)… Dr. Nagy has three adopted daughters. The 

oldest, Melia, attends a boarding school in another city in Kenya, and the middle 

child, Anna, would like to attend there as well. They all are able to spend 

vacations together. There is a new school near the hospital which the youngest 

child, Happy, attends. The first classroom building in the new primary school 

was built by First Presbyterian Church in Gastonia, the second was built by a 

Korean mission school. It is hard for them to keep teachers very long in this 

school. 
    

     Did you know there are more Presbyterians in the country of Malawi than 

there are in the United States? So remember Dr. Nagy and her work in your 

prayers and with your gifts.  She is on furlough at her home in Burke County 

until July, when she will return to Nkhoma, Malawi for five more years.  

Barbara can be contacted through her e-mail: banagy00@gmail.com. 
 

     Please give generously to the “Nickel a Meal” offering (our next collection 

during worship will be May 16th), because those nickels make a difference in 

Malawi!   
 

-Martha Shumate     

CONSULTANT’S REPORT AVAILABLE 
 

About 200 members of the congregation were able to attend the recent 

presentation by our consultant from the Alban Institute, Susan Nienaber. 

Her analysis and recommendations also appear in greater detail in a written 

report to the Session.  If you would like a copy of Ms. Nienaber’s report, it is 

available in the Church Office, or, you may request an electronic version via 

e-mail. 



JOHN BELL,  a musician, teacher, 

and preacher from the Iona 

Community of Scotland, will be in 

Hickory on March 6
th
 and 7

th
.  Plan 

now to attend his workshops ($10 

registration fee payable on March 

6
th
):   

March 6
th
: 10:00 - 11:30 AM   

“Singing the Psalms” 

     (St. Andrews Lutheran Church)  
 

1:30 - 3:00 PM   

“Teaching Congregational Song” 

(Northminster Presbyterian Church) 
 

4:00 PM 

Prayer Service 

(Northminster Presbyterian Church) 

 

March 7
th
:  9:45 - 10:45 AM   

“Singing the Music of the  

Iona Community” 

(Northminster Presbyterian Church) 
 

 
 

COMMUNITY LENTEN SERVICE 
At First United Methodist Church 

March 10th, 2010, 12:10 PM 
Guest Preacher:  Rev. David Roberts 
Morning Star First Baptist Church   

Light Lunch at 12:35 PM 
 
 

OUR NEXT BLOOD DRIVE: 
Thursday, March 11th, 2010 

3:00 - 7:30 PM 
Kidz Space 

Sign up sheet located in the  
Church Office! 

 

PRAYER SHAWL DEDICATION 
 

Prayer shawls will be dedicated during the 
8:30 AM Worship Service on March 14th.  If 
you are currently working on one, please 
bring it to the church prior to that day!. 

 
 

Circle #1:  Sunday, March 14 

at 3:00 PM (Parlor) 

Circle #2: Monday, March 8 

at 9:45 AM  

(Abernethy Laurels) 

Circle 3/4:  Monday, March 8 

at 2:00 PM (Parlor)  

Circle 6: Tuesday, March 9 

at 9:45 AM (Parlor)  

Circle 7: Tuesday, March 16 

at 10:00 AM (Parlor)  

Circle 8:  Wednesday, March 10 

at 6:30 PM (Jr. High Room) 

 

HERITAGE GROUP 
 

Up Close and Personal with  
Dr. Bill Cockrill 

 

Tuesday, March 16th 
 

     You have heard him from 
the pulpit, you have seen him in 
the halls, you have perhaps 
shared a table with him at 
Wednesday Night Supper or the 
last Heritage meeting, but do 
you really know the man?? 
 

     We have the fortunate 
experience of having Dr. 
Cockrill join us for our next 
meeting to òcható.  I think you 

will see his quick sense of 
humor, his reflective insight, 
and his  care  for our 
congregation.  Come and enjoy 
lunch and conversation. 
 

     Call Kim Brookman at the 
Church Office with your 
reservations by noon on 
Monday, March 15th. The 
Heritage Group would love to 
have anyone join us! 
 

--Judy Benton 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ANNOUNCING PLANS FOR VBS... 

 

Ahoy There, Mates! 
REGISTER NOW AND PREPARE 

TO SET SAIL ON A  
òHIGH SEAS EXPEDITIONó 

é our theme for Vacation Bible School 
this year! 

 

Be prepared to soak up the fun as each 
crew explores the might love of God in 

daily bible adventures, creative 
experiences, and ways to serve others! 

 

Shipõs Captain:  Blair Fairchild 
 

Vacation Bible School 
June 21st -25th, 2010 

Monday - Friday  9:00 AM - Noon 
(Children & Volunteer 

Registration Forms enclosed!) 

Sunday, March 7 

  8:30  AM  Worship Service   

  9:45  AM  Sunday School for All Ages   

  9:45  AM  Cherub Choir 

  9:45  AM  Quest Confirmation Class 

11:00  AM  Worship 

  3:00  PM  Sr. High Youth Fellowship 

  4:30  PM  Journey Band Rehearsal 

  5:00  PM  Stephen Ministry Training 

  6:00  PM  The Journey   

Monday, March 8 

  9:00  AM  Intercessory Prayer Time 

  9:30  AM  Quilt Class 

  9:45  AM  P.W. Circle #2 Meeting 

10:00  AM  Women’s Bible Study 

  2:00  PM  P.W. Circle #3/4 Meeting 

  7:00  PM  Cub Scout Meeting 

Tuesday, March 9 

  7:00  AM  Men’s Breakfast 

  9:45  AM  P.W. Circle #6 Meeting 

11:00  AM  Program Staff Meeting 

12:00  PM  Preschool Board Meeting 

  1:00  PM  Church Staff Meeting 

  6:30  PM  Women’s Bible Study 

  7:00  PM  Boy Scout Meeting 
 

Wednesday , March 10 

  9:30  AM  Yoga Class 

12:10  PM  Community Lenten Worship at 

       First United Methodist Church 

  3:30  PM  Melody Choir 

  4:00  PM  Harmony Ringers 

  4:30  AM  Kidz Alive  

  5:30  PM Wednesday Supper  

  5:30  PM  Jr. High WWF 

  5:45  PM  Adult Handbells 

  6:30  PM  Sr. High Huddle 

  6:30  PM  New Member Committee 

  Meeting 

  6:30  PM  Property Committee Meeting 

  6:30  PM  P.W. Circle #8 Meeting 

  6:30  PM  Pilgrimage Reunion Group  

  7:00  PM  Chancel Choir 
 

Thursday, March 11 

  9:30  AM  Art Class 

  3:30  PM  Blood Drive (Kidz Space) 

Friday, March 12 

  7:00  AM  Pilgrimage Reunion Group 
 

Saturday, March 13 

Pilgrimage Group Meeting 
 

If YOU WOULD LIKE to place a lily in the 
sanctuary for Easter morning, please fill out 
the form below and drop it by the Church 
Office.  Deadline: March 21st. 
 

NAME ____________________________ 
COST: $11.00     CHECK ENCLOSED ___ 
 

IN MEMORY OF:  ___________________  
__________________________________ 
__________________________________ 
 
IN HONOR OF:  ___________________ 
__________________________________ 
__________________________________ 

COMING ATTRACTIONS... 

 



FIRST PRESS is published by 

First Presbyterian Church 

237 2nd Street NW 

Hickory, NC  28601 

Phone: (828) 322-6343 

Fax: (828) 485-2173 

www.hickoryfpc.org 
 

Office Hours:  Monday - Friday 

8:30 AM - 5:00 PM 
 

Dr. William Cockrill 

Interim Pastor 

billfpc@hickoryfpc.org 

 

Rev. Deborah McEachran 

Associate Pastor 

deborahfpc@hickoryfpc.org 

 
Rev. Heather Wood 

Associate Pastor for Youth Ministry 

heatherfpc@hickoryfpc.org 

 
Freida Caldwell 

Church Educator 

freidafpc@hickoryfpc.org 

 
Denise Filip 

Director of Music 

denisefpc@hickoryfpc.org 

  THE SESSION 

 

Class of 2010 

Arthur Burgess 

John Clark 

Ben Hill 

Judy Shepler 

 

Class of 2011 

Melvin Meares 

Gary Oakley 

Marcia Reighley 

Meaghan Texer 

 

Class of 2012 

Don Coleman 

John King 

Sarah Shumate 

Greg Smith 
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COMMITTEES AND CHAIRPERSONS 

 

Christian Education:  Rhonda Nichols 

Congregational Care:  Nancy Driver 

         Lynn Young 

Family Ministry:  Meaghan Texer 

Mission:  C.J. Hines 

New Member:  Mike Hughes 

Nominating:  Judy Shepler 

Personnel:  Guy Holbrook 

Property:  Andy Wells 

Stewardship & Finance:  Angela Simmons 

Worship:  Don Coleman 

Youth Council:  Krista Burns 

COMMITTEE SPOTLIGHT  
Christian Education 

 

The purpose of the Christian Education 
Committee is to provide a foundation 
for spiritual growth for all members of 
the church as part of a life-long 
relationship with a loving, accepting 
God. 
 
If you have ideas, questions, concerns about 
Christian Education at FPC, please contact 
the chairperson. 


