
 

FIRST PRESS 
HIGHLIGHTS 

 
 

SUNDAY, JULY 25 
 

10:00 AM  Worship 
(Sanctuary) 

 

First Lesson: 
I Peter 3:18-4:2, 6 

 

Second Lesson: 
Matthew 27:15-26 

 

Sermon: 
“The Necessity of Hell” 

 

Self-Study 
Question and Answer Meeting 

immediately after worship. 
 

11:45  AM  Punch on the Patio 
 

6 PM   The Journey 
Theme:  Grace Alone 
Dinner always follows. 

 
 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 1 
 

10:00 AM  Worship 
(Sanctuary) 

 

11:00 AM  Punch on the Patio 
 

6 PM  The Journey 
(Fellowship Hall) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

July 21, 2010 

Dear Friends: 

 

     We are quickly approaching the time when this congregation will elect a Pastor 

Nominating Committee (PNC), and they in turn will set about their work of finding a 

new pastor.  Accordingly, it may be helpful to revisit some things I mentioned several 

months ago. 

 

     First, I need to note that, according to the congregation’s operations manual, the 

Session will propose a slate of PNC nominees for election by the congregation; but that 

slate will be the result of preliminary work and recommendations to the Session by the 

Nominating Committee.   

 

     That Nominating Committee is already at work!  And I trust that many of you will 

be responding to the committee’s request for suggested names of persons who might 

serve on the PNC.  Please use the forms that are available in this newsletter and make 

your recommendations as soon as possible, not later than August 9.  And also note the 

criteria that are listed on the form.   

     In this regard, some folks have asked if current Session members or members of 

the Nominating Committee itself might be eligible to serve on the PNC. The Session 

has considered this possibility already and determined that no one should be excluded 

from consideration for the PNC by virtue of their current responsibilities. 

 

     Here, however, I should emphasize that this process of suggesting names is not 

itself an election. That is to say that a person’s being included on the recommended 

slate will not necessarily be the result of that person’s having been suggested by more 

people than other potential candidates. Since the goal of the Nominating Committee 

and the Session is to compose a slate that is representative of the whole congregation, 

factors other than popular support alone must be considered.  

     And again it needs to be noted that “representative” does not mean that the PNC is 

to be composed of advocates of particular constituencies.  

 
     Rather “representative” means that the committee’s composition is to fairly 

demonstrate the diversity of the membership in such things as age and gender, as well 

as in the breadth of the congregation’s ministries, such that the committee acts on 

behalf of the larger interests of the church, and the committee’s members together 

seek to discern the will of Christ for this congregation.    

     Obviously, this is the goal before our Nominating Committee: to assemble a slate 

that is “representative” and one whose members will work well together,  with the mix 

of talents needed for the task at hand.  The PNC will need have some folks who are 

well organized and some who are good communicators.  And all of its members must 

be able to give the committee’s work a high priority. 

 

(Continued on page 2) 

 



 

BRIAN CENTER (VIEWMONT): 

Carolyn Donohue, Room 206 

 

LUTHERAN HOME 

Dr. Dave Frye, Room 307 

 

CONGRATULATIONS are extended to 

Daniel and Creecy Johnson, on the birth of 

their son, William Joseph Johnson,  

Wednesday, July 14. 

 

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY is extended to 

Chris Burns in the death of his mother, 

Carolyn Burns, Monday, July 19. 

 

PRAY FOR:  

Southminster Presbyterian Church, 

Gastonia, NC 

Next week our program staff will pray for 

this alphabetical list of church members.  

We invite you to do the same: 

7/25 Anne Herman 

7/26 Richard & Doris Hewitt 

7/27 J. R. & Donna Hildreth 

7/28 Al Hill  

7/29 Ben, Martha, Rebecca & Elizabeth  

 Hill  

7/30 Jo Hill 

7/31 Ken & Eileen Hill 
 

 Clean-up efforts in the Gulf of Mexico. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crib:  Wen Tate   

Toddlers & Twos:  Knox Tate   

Threes & Fours:  Blair Tate 

    Jim Tate   

Floater:  Lillian Huckabee   

 
 

 

                                                             
 
 

 

Worship:          

10:00 AM: 281            

6:00 PM:             40                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Total:                321                                                         
 

 

 

 
                                                                                                                             

 

 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

 NURSERY WORKERS FOR 

SUNDAY,  JULY 25 

ATTENDANCE FOR  

SUNDAY,  JULY 18 

 

CONTINUATION OF DR. COCKRILL’S ARTICLE 

     Finally, as we think about people who would meet these criteria, we also 

need to remember that there are two major aspects of the search for a new 

pastor. One aspect is that of discernment. Does a particular pastoral candidate 

have the talents and experience needed by this particular congregation at this 

time in its life? The other aspect is the other side of the coin: Is the PNC able 

to model and communicate the character of this congregation to candidates 

(and ultimately to a particular candidate) in such a way that he or she will 

discern a call to come here? 

     Thus, as I have said before, the Nominating Committee will be going 

through an orderly and prayerful process of discernment as it develops a slate 

for election to the PNC.  Please continue to keep them in your prayers as they 

go about their work. 

       Bill 

 

     Members of the Self-study team will be available immediately following 
worship his Sunday, July 25, to answer questions from the congregation 
concerning the recently completed self-study report. 
 

     We will meet in the sanctuary right after worship; please plan on staying!  
Punch on the Patio will follow. 
 

     A second opportunity to have your questions answered will be on 

Wednesday afternoon, July 28 at 4:30. That meeting will  be in the fellowship 

hall. Supper will follow at 5:30. 

PASTOR NOMINATING PROCESS BEGINS! 

SELF-STUDY TEAM REPORT FOR Q & A 

SUNDAY, JULY 25 & WEDNESDAY, JULY 28 

      

     The Nominating Committee continues to solicit the congregation’s 

suggestions for potential PNC members.  Included in this newsletter is a form 

for making your suggestions. Please note the criteria that are listed on the 

form. More forms are available in the Church Office. 
 

     The Committee requests that suggested names be turned in to the office 

not later than Monday, August 9. 
 

     Once the Nominating Committee has finished its work, the Session will 

call a congregational Meeting for the purpose of electing a PNC. 



     Acolytes are an important part of our worship 

service. It is a way for our youth to claim an 

active role in weekly worship. The acolytes light 

and extinguish the candles before and after 

the 11:00 AM Worship services. We are blessed 

in this congregation to have had many of our 

youth participate in the acolyte program. 
 

     Acolyte training will be held on Sunday, 

August 29th, following the 11:00 AM Worship 

service. If you are a rising 4th – 8th grade 

member, you are eligible to serve as an 

acolyte. If you would like to serve this year, 

please contact Kim Brookman at the church 

office so that we can prepare information for 

the orientation. If you have any questions 

regarding serving as an acolyte, please 

contact Denise Filip, Music Director, ext. 1265. 

 

   The FPC Mission committee is sponsoring our 

church’s participation in the 2010 DAYS OF CARING, 
Thursday September 16 - Saturday, September 18.  
Many different single day projects will be available 
throughout our own community. We will be working 
with friends from other churches as well as 
businesses and individuals through the United Way 
to make a difference in Catawba County during 
those days.  Possible tasks - yardwork, office work, 
painting, serving meals, packing/sorting food. The 
list will be long! Put the Days of Caring on your 
calendar now. Opportunities for people of all ages 
and stages. It is time for the church to LEAVE THE 
BUILDING!  More details to come.   

ACOLYTE TRAINING OUR CONGREGATION,  

OUR COMMUNITY, 

OUR WORLD 

A summary of the 219th General Assembly’s action to approve the new Form of Government: 

 
What happened? What changed?  

     The General Assembly voted to recommend a revised Form of Government to the presbyteries by a vote of 468 in 
favor, 204 against, and 6 abstentions — a 70%-30% margin. The new Form of Government includes: 

Foundations of Presbyterian Polity — the principles that are foundational to government, worship, and discipline for 

the PC(USA) — preserves the vast majority of the material in the first four chapters of the current Form of 

Government.  

Form of Government — in six chapters, which spells out the constitutional framework for government of the PC(USA) 

as it seeks to respond to God's call to life in mission. 

Advisory Handbook for Councils for the Development of Policies and Procedures —  required by the Form of 

Government as an aid to councils (governing bodies) of the church for developing the policies and procedures to 
carry out their mission.  

 
     Nothing has changed until a majority of presbyteries vote to approve this new Form of Government. Voting must 
be completed by July 10, 2011, and if affirmative, the new Book of Order would take effect the next day. 

 
What does it mean?  

     The current Form of Government has served the church ably over the past quarter century. The bedrock historic 
principles of Presbyterian governance will continue to order our lives together today and into the future, just as they 
have guided those who witnessed before us. At the same time, the world in which we as 21st-century Presbyterians 

proclaim the gospel is not the world of the 1950s, or even the 1980s. The proposed Foundations of Presbyterian Polity 

and Form of Government are intended to help the church better meet the needs of mission in the 21st century. The 
Foundations of Presbyterian Polity gathers together in three succinct chapters the historical and theological provisions 
that have defined, and continue to define, our church life together. Placing this bedrock material into a separate section 
of the Book of Order provides an excellent teaching tool to explain who and what we are. The current Form of 
Government has evolved over the years from a Constitution into a regulatory manual that attempts to provide a "one 

size fits all" answer to every situation faced by congregations and presbyteries. The problem with this regulatory 
approach is that the diverse, multicultural environment in which we do mission no longer permits a "one size fits all" 
approach if we are to do mission effectively. The proposed new Form of Government lifts up the constitutional 
standards that are essential to our life together, while at the same time empowering councils (governing bodies) at all 
levels to respond more effectively to the ministry and mission needs that each faces. 

What's  next?  
     The revised Form of Government must now be considered, and approved by a majority of presbyteries, before July 
10, 2011, in order to replace the existing Form of Government. 
 
(From the PC(USA) website) 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://maryanncp.files.wordpress.com/2009/06/clip-art0020.jpg&imgrefurl=http://maryanncp.wordpress.com/category/news/&usg=__CyS8IKnTNyIkBsLCDmIq-WY_zWs=&h=766&w=736&sz=185&hl=en&start=7&itbs=1&tbnid=DuRM-_-a3fthfM:&tbn


     Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University (FPU) is 

coming soon to FPC. Dave Ramsey is a nationally 

recognized money management expert and author of 

multiple bestselling books on finance.  Dave will teach 

this thirteen-week class via DVD. After each DVD, the 

class will break into small groups to discuss what Dave 

has taught and to offer support for each other. The 

classes will start on Thursday, September 16, 2010 at 

6:30 PM.  Each class will last about two hours. Classes 

will meet for 13 weeks, every Thursday at 6:30 PM 

through December 16, no class Thanksgiving week. The 

class will be led by a local experienced facilitator. The 

local coordinator is Melvin Meares, 244-4560. Enroll 

online at: http://www.daveramsey.com/fpu/locate-class/, 

enter "28601" zip code, register with First Presbyterian 

Church; if you have no internet access, register with the 

church office (322-6343, first name, last name, address, 

phone number). The cost is $100 per family, this 

purchases a member kit that includes the audio CD's for 

all the classes, a class workbook, Dave Ramsey's book, a 

cash envelope system. Limited partial scholarships are 

available. 

DAVE RAMSEY’S FINANCIAL  

PEACE UNIVERSITY 

Group pictured by levy 

that broke in the lower 

9th ward. 

Our group after clearing a 

lot on a hot morning and 

hunting down the ice 

cream van! 

     On Friday, June 18th , the Senior High youth group left for a mission trip to New Orleans. I was so happy to 

be a part of this group that traveled to the extremely hot, extremely diverse part of the country. Having never 

been to New Orleans, everything about it was new and exciting; the food, the entertainment, the work, and 

just the experience itself.    

     The way down was an experience in itself. A twenty -one hour train ride was a 

great way to start off the trip. The group bonded and talked about the plans for 

the week. Our first day there was full of music, walking, shopping, and eating. 

We attended a Sunday gospel brunch at the House of Blues and got to know the 

French Quarter. Then began our work. Day two was the beginning of the true 

experience. We worked the next several days on and off at a day care for the 

under-privileged kids of New Orleans. The kids were amazing, and I think that  

they got just as much out of it as we did.  

 

Later in the week, we got to tour the lower ninth ward which still, even five 

years after Katrina, needed tons of work. Luckily, the day after, we got to help 

out by clearing lots for new houses. We cleared about three and a half lots 

total which was great for only two mornings of work. I loved New Orleans 

ÈÕËɯÛÏÐÚɯÛÙÐ×ɯÞÈÚɯÈÞÌÚÖÔÌȭɯ,àɯÌß×ÌÙÐÌÕÊÌÚɯÞÐÛÏɯÖÜÙɯÊÏÜÙÊÏɀÚɯÔÐÚÚÐÖÕɯÛÙÐ×Úɯ

have always been fun and meaningful. I have gotten something out of every 

one that I have been on. So I want to thank the church and our advisors for 

taking us and for putting up with us on the trips.  

-Banks Anderson 

 

SENIOR HIGH MISSION TRIP:  NEW ORLEANS 

 

 

Intergenerational Family Mission Trip to 

Presbyterian Home for Children, Black Mountain, 

August 27-28. Cost: $15 per person / $60 fam. 

max. Reserve spot by August 6 by calling the 

church office. 

 

Adult Trip to Nashville, TN. (flood relief): 

August 8-12 (Sunday through Thursday) with 

Northminster Presbyterian. Please contact James 

Bernhardt at 328-4636 SOON.  Cost: $100 

 

Adult Trip to Nashville, TN. (flood relief): 

October 31 - November 6.  15 spots open, first 

come, first served!  Trip leader:  Melvin Meares.  

Call the church office NOW to get your name on 

the list!  Cost:  to be determined 

 

UPCOMING MISSION TRIPS 

http://www.daveramsey.com/fpu/locate-class/


The Presbyterian  

Young Adults  

(young adults aged 18-29)  

gathers next for a cookout Saturday, 

July 24th at 6 pm, followed by movie 

night.  

  

LOCATION:  New Vision 

Presbyterian Church in Conover (on 

Hwy 16 just south of exit 132-near the 

Walmart). 

 
 
 

 

FILL THE BUS: a barrel to 

collect new school supplies is 

located in our reception area 

through August 13 . Please help 

us fill it with: 2ó, 3ó, 4ó (3) ring 

binders, book bags, notebook, 

notebook paper, pens and pencils, 

dividers with tabs and pockets, 

mechanical pencils, erasers, 

crayons, scissors, glue, glue 

sticks, colored pencils, markers, 

graph paper, folders, Kleenex, 

hygiene products, and hand 

sanitizer for school children 

throughout Catawba Valley.   

 

 
 

Strangers Becoming 

NeighborséNeighbors 

Becoming Friendsé 

Letôs Celebrate! 
 

Education Event for Adults and 
Youth, August 21, 2010 
9:00 AM - 3:30 PM, First 

Presbyterian Church, Morganton 
This is a great educational 

opportunity.   
Registration forms are available 

in the Church Office. 
Contact Kim Brookman if you 
want to ride the church bus. 

 
 

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS @ 

FIRST PRES. 

 
     Just in case you haven’t heard, 

Wednesday evenings at 1st Pres are 

“not to miss affairs”!  Dinners are great 

and the learning opportunities  that 

surround them are even better! 

  

4:30 - 5:30   
Conversational Spanish Class 

 taught by Deborah … 

 

30      people joined this class last 

week. (Deborah would probably not 

turn you away if you still want to sneak 

in!”) 

 

5:30 - 6:30          
A Great Summer Supper  

     with really great people!   

(sponsored by  

Family Ministry Committee)  

 

6:30 - 7:30        

How Do You Spell  

P-R-E-S-B-Y-T-E-R-I-A-N? 

 

     Bill Cockrill is leading this class 

and it was a packed house last week…

there will probably be more people in 

the upcoming week…the word is out 

about how good it is! 

 

     In case you cannot attend the 

Wednesday Night Session, you have 

another opportunity for this Class on 

Sunday Morning from 8:45-9:45 AM 

in the Session Room. 

 

      

     Children K-5 are having a great 

time with Molly Bass and Brooke 

Davis in Kidz Space…they’re actually 

making a movie that everyone will 

have an opportunity to enjoy in a few 

weeks. 

 
     Younger children are enjoying lots 

of attention and care from the 

wonderful Katie, Kelly and Karrie 

Smith, Lisa and Tiffany Bowman!    

 

 

  
 

Sunday, July 25 

  8:45  AM  How Do You Spell  

        P-R-E-S-B-Y-T-E-R-I-A-N? 

10:00  AM  Worship Service 

Informational Meeting 

11:45  AM  Punch on the Patio 

Sr. Highs Leave For Montreat Youth 

Conference 

  4:30  PM  Journey Band Rehearsal 

  6:00  PM  The Journey 

 

Monday, July 26 

Senior Highs at Montreat 

  9:00  AM  Intercessory Prayer 
   

Tuesday, July 27 

Senior Highs at Montreat 

  9:00  AM  Presbytery of WNC      

 Meeting at FPC, Cherryville 

11:00  AM  Program Staff Meeting 

  1:00  PM  Church Staff Meeting 
 
 

Wednesday, July 28 

Senior Highs at Montreat 

  4:30  PM  Spanish Class 

  5:30  PM  Summer Supper 

  6:30  PM  Summer Play: 

                   Green Daze 

  6:30  PM  Adult Class: 

 How Do You Spell  

 P-r-e-s-b-y-t-e-r-i-a-n? 

  6:30  PM  Pilgrimage Reunion 
 

Thursday, July 29 

Senior Highs at Montreat 

 

Friday, July 30 

Senior Highs at Montreat 

  7:00  AM  Pilgrimage Reunion  

 

Saturday, July 31 

Senior Highs Home from Montreat 

                        
 

 

 

STEPHEN MINISTRY is 

one-on-one confidential 

Christian support during a 

difficult time. If you or a 

friend are in need of care, contact: 

 Kelly Fulcher (328-4854) 

 Pat Hines (325-4892) 

 Sue Walker (304-1153) 

UPCOMING EVENTS CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK 
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First Presbyterian Church 

237 2nd Street NW 

Hickory, NC  28601 

Phone: (828) 322-6343 
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www.hickoryfpc.org 
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Dr. William Cockrill 
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billfpc@hickoryfpc.org 
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Church Educator 
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Denise Filip 
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denisefpc@hickoryfpc.org 

 

  THE SESSION 

 

Class of 2010 

Arthur Burgess 

John Clark 

Ben Hill 

Judy Shepler 

 

Class of 2011 

Melvin Meares 

Gary Oakley 

Marcia Reighley 

Meaghan Texer 

 

Class of 2012 

Don Coleman 

John King 

Sarah Shumate 

Greg Smith 
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Christian Education:  Rhonda Nichols 

Congregational Care:  Nancy Driver 

         Lynn Young 

Family Ministry:  Meaghan Texer 

Mission:  C.J. Hines 

New Member:  Mike Hughes 

Nominating:  Judy Shepler 
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Stewardship & Finance:  Angela Simmons 

Worship:  Don Coleman 

Youth Council:  Krista Burns 

Church Treasurer:  Jay Crane 

 

 

 

 

COMMITTEE SPOTLIGHT  
       

     The purpose of the Property 
Committee is to be responsible for the 
upkeep and maintenance of all church 
property. 
 

     If you have ideas, questions, or 
concerns about the Property Committee at 
FPC, please contact Andy Wells, chair. 


